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Cartoon by Mirko Scewczuk (1919-
1957)  
Originally published in Die Zeit  
February 3, 1949 



Poster by S. Malewicz made in 1938 
In collection Library of Congress 



Copyright 
 
•  Intelectual property law that gives the creator of an intelectual work 

(book, photo, designs, art…) the right to control how his/her work may be 
used 

• Restrict others from using the intelectual work of other 
• Often territorial rights 
• Many different copyright laws wordwide 
• Can be expensive depending on use 
• Important rule: 70 years afterd dead of creator a work is in the public 

domain and can be freely used 
• Copyright laws were not designed for our present day internet society! 
• Changes are coming: 

• Creative commons licences 



Historical material 
 
• Problems with photos found on the internet 
• Creator not always traceable 

• You should be able to prove that you tried to find copyright 
holder 

• Copyright situation not always clear (collective arrangements 
Pictoright) 

• Problems for online picture archives 
 



Make sure everything is properly credited and keep proofs 



Prevent problems 
 
• Make sure that you have a good view on the copyright situation, 

escpecially in contributions of others 
• Make sure that pictures cannot be downloaded in a high resolution 



Good sources for free material 
 
• Wikimedia Commons 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  
• Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/pictures/  
• Hungaria archive Fortepan http://www.fortepan.hu/  
• Beeldbank Archive Dordrecht 

http://beeldbank.regionaalarchiefdordrecht.nl/  
• Collaborating with museums can be helpfull. 
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